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FOREWORD
Niall Evans

Dear members of Rural 
Youth Europe.  On behalf 
of the board of Rural 

Youth Europe, I provide the 
Annual Report for 2023 for your 
attention. 

2023 was a year of rebuilding and 
emerging from a difficult period 
of the last few years. We had a 
full office for the first time in 12 
months, enthusiasm was up, and 
we started to look at areas in 
which were needed to update the 
running of the organisation. 

Over the spring, the board along 
with the working group, made up 
of past Chairs and staff members 
of Rural Youth Europe, worked 
on updating the organisation’s 
Charter. This has been a task put 
on hold over the last few years 
due to limited resources and other 
urgent tasks. But this year it was 
felt that we needed to update the 
governing documents and a copy 
was brought to the attention of 
the General Assembly. 

A full year of events were held 
once again, starting in Budapest 
for the Study Session at the 
end of April, before heading to 
Klagenfurt, Austria in August 
for the European Rally, before 
finally finishing with the Autumn 
Seminar in Georgia in November. 
In August 2023 and alongside the 
European Rally in Klagenfurt, we 
also held our General Assembly. 
There was a large turnaround in 
board members once again this 
year, where we welcomed Fiona 
O’Leary, Michael Koch, Doglas 
Jonsson and Ketrin Kastehein into 
the four group representative 
roles, 1,2,3 and 4 respectively.  
As a board we give thanks to 
outgoing regional board members 
Shane Quigley, Julija Kordez and 
Patricija Prindule for their time, 
commitment and contributions 
to the organisation over their 
respective mandates. 

Spyros Papadatos (Secretary 
General) and Tomas Da Cruz 
Machado (COCOREADO Project 
Manager) officially started on 
January 1st, joining Dan Grist 
in the office and Anja Fortuna 
(Project manager) joined the office 
bringing the numbers from 1 to 4 
at the start of December. I would 
like to extend our thanks to the 
whole team for going above and 
beyond for the organisation and 

Rural Youth Europe Chair
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helping us end 2023 on a stronger 
footing compared to where we 
started. It is appreciated by all 
within the board and we cannot 
thank the team enough. 

The use of online technology still 
plays a vital part in our operation 
even with us now being able to 
meet up. With everyone living 
an ever busy and hectic life, we 
unfortunately were not able to 
meet in person over the Autumn, 
so we made great use of virtual 
meetings to help keep us moving 
and not staying still. 

We have now set the wheels in 
motion to set up the office in 
Belgium as well as move the entity 
to help streamline the organisation. 
This will help greatly in allowing 
us to expand and provide a better 
service for our members.  

Niall Evans Niall Evans 

If we can be of any help, please do 
not hesitate to get in contact and 
we will do our best. 

Many thanks and I hope to see you 
all soon!



MEMBERS
Group 1

National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs (NFYFC)
18,304 members 

YFC Centre, 10th Street, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth CV8 2LG, UK (England)
www.nfyfc.org.uk

Macra na Feirme
9,253 members

Irish Farmcentre Bluebell, 12 Dublin (Ireland)
www.macra.ie

Young Farmers’ Clubs of Ulster (YFCU)
3,503 members

475 Antrim Road, Belfast BT15 3BD, UK (Northern Ireland)
www.yfcu.org

Scottish Association of Young Farmers’ Clubs (SAYFC)
3,500 members

Ingliston Young Farmers’ Centre, EH28 8NE, Edinburgh, UK (Scotland)
www.sayfc.org

Wales YFC / CFfI Cymru
5,482 members 

YFC Centre, Llanelwedd Builth Wells, LD2 3NJ, Powys, UK (Wales)
www.yfc.wales

UK & Ireland 
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Landjugend Österreich (ÖLJ)
99,460 members

Schauflergasse 6, 1014, Vienna, Austria
www.landjugend.at

Bund der Deutschen Landjugend e.V. (BDL)
100,000 members

Claire-Waldoff-Str. 7, 10117, Berlin, Germany
www.landjugend.de

Plattelandsjongeren NL

Bemuurde weerd oz 12, 3514 AN Utrecht, Netherlands
www.plattelandsjongeren.nl.pjnl

Slovenian Rural Youth (ZSPM)
3,000 members

Celovska 43, 1000, Ljubljana, Slovenia
www.zspm.si

Schweizerische Landjugendvereinigung (SLJV)
2,610 members

c/o AGRIDEA, Eschikon 28, 8315 Lindau, Switzerland
www.landjugend.ch

Group 2
Central Europe
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Danmarks Landboungdom and Danish 4H
8,514 members

Agro Food Park 15, Skejby, 8200, Aarhus N, Denmark
www.4h.dk

Suomen 4H-liitto
45,000 members

Karjalankatu 2A, 00520 Helsinki, Finland
www.4h.fi

Finlands Svenska 4H
3,500 members

Elisabetsgatan 21 B 12, FIN-00170, Helsinki, Finland
www.fs4h.fi

4H Norge
10,502 members

Postboks 113, N-2026 Skjetten, Norway
www.4h.no

Norges Bygdeungdomslag
7,161 members

Schweigaardsgate 34B, oppgang 2, 3. etasje, Grønland, Oslo, Norway 
www.nbu.no 

Sveriges 4H
9,682 members

Box 2012, 64102 Katrineholm, Sweden
www.4h.se

Group 3
Northern Europe
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Eesti 4H
811 members

Allika 2a, 80036, Pärnu, Estonia
www.eesti4h.ee

Umbrella
300 members

Leri Lagurashvili 4, fl 46, Tbilisi, Georgia
www.facebook.com/umbrellageo

Latvijas Mazpulki - Latvian 4H
1,280 members

Ezermalas 28, LV-1014, Riga, Latvia
www.mazzpulki.lv

Latvian Young Farmer’s Club (JZK)
227 members

Krišjāņa Barona iela 40, Jelgava, Latvia
www.jzk.lv

Rural Youth Hub - Albania 
220 members

Qemal Stafa, New Bazaar, building n74, floor 2. Tirana
facebook.com/ruralyouthhub.albania

Youth Development Centre of Armenia
147 members

Nor Nork 2-nd micro district, Gai avenue 13, apt. 14 
www.facebook.com/ydcarmenia

Group 4
Eastern Europe
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Niall Evans
Rural Youth Europe 
Chairman

Nicolai Olsen
Vice Chairman

Michael Koch 
Group 2 
Representative for 
Central Europe

Fiona O’Leary
Group 1 
Representative for 
UK & Ireland

Ketrin Kastehein 
Group 4 
Representative for 
Eastern Europe

Board Members 
The Board of Rural Youth Europe 

is democratically elected by the 
General Assembly of the organisation, 
directly by the membership.  The board 
implements the decisions and policies 
agreed by the General Assembly, 
monitors the financial situation, is 
responsible for employment related 

matters and supervising staff, and 
prepares and evaluates the international 
activities of the organisation. The board 
also makes decisions on a strategic level 
and at the same time monitors and 
develops the organisation’s strategic 
direction. 

Secretariat 
The secretariat of Rural Youth Europe 

provides support and guidance to 
the Board of Rural Youth Europe. These 
young professionals are responsible 
for the everyday functioning of the 
organisation, the implementation of the 

decisions of the board and the General 
Assembly, and in general supporting the 
fulfilment of the mission and the strategic 
plan of the organisation. 

Spyros Papadatos
Secretary General
office@ruralyoutheurope.com

Tomas da Cruz Machado
Project Manager 

projects@ruralyoutheurope.com

Dan Grist
Communications

communications@ruralyoutheurope.com

Doglas Jonsson 
Group 3 
Representative for 
Northern Europe

Anja Fortuna
Project Manager

anja.fortuna@ruralyoutheurope.com
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Board Meetings 2023
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Rural Youth Europe Strategic approach 2024-2026 

WHAT
In 2024-2026 RYEurope: 
• Works as a platform for dialogue on issues that 

rural youth, organisations and communities face in 

today’s world; 

• Provides capacity building and educational 

opportunities for rural youth for them to be able 

to claim their rights, participate in society and 

strive for inclusion; 

• Advocates for rural youth to have equal 

opportunities in Europe and beyond. 

HOW
The tools we use are:

1. Non-formal education, youth work and 

intercultural exchange for rural youth and rural 

youth organisations; 

2. Support for learning through information, youth 

work, volunteering, and mobility; 

3. Policy work.

RESPONDING TO CHANGES 
The COVID-19 pandemic drastically changed the society, and is fundamentally affecting several 
generations of young people even in post-pandemic reality: 

How we work on this:  
• We take stock of the lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic, and all the consecutive crises that 

current generations of young people experienced during the last decade; 
• We advocate for structural changes and investing in resilient and sustainable structures of participation for 

young citizens, especially in rural areas; 
• We promote synergies and build strong connections among the European rural youth ecosystem, through 

face-to-face and digital means. 

Democracy is backsliding, meaningful participation is challenged, and civic space is shrinking: 

How we work on this:  
• We create forums for dialogue between citizens from rural areas with policy-makers; 
• We promote meaningful forms of youth participation and empower rural young people as active European 

citizens; 
• We build the capacities of rural youth organisations as resilient democratic structures of European societies. 
 
In a world of opportunities, not everyone has equal opportunities: 

How we work on this:  
• We promote and raise awareness of human rights, especially among young citizens in rural areas; 
• We build the capacity of rural youth to (pro)actively address existing inequalities, embrace diversity and 

equality, and promote inclusion. 
• We support the building of more inclusive rural communities through education, mobility and intercultural 

exchange; 
• We advocate for equal opportunities for rural youth, with a focus on intersectionality. 

‘Resilient structures for rural participation and inclusion’
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Young people in rural communities feel part of a larger European 
community where human rights and equality are respected 

regardless of opinion, gender, sexual orientation, background and 
beliefs. Rural youth have equal social rights compared with their urban or 
suburban peers and their well-being is safeguarded and supported. Rural youth are 
empowered, educated and supported to be active members of society on the local 
and European level. The European community has a positive image of rural areas 
and rural lives. Rural Youth Europe is known among European institutions as an 
educational organisation, and its learning outcomes are widely recognised.  

Rural Youth Europe works to enhance the lives of rural young people 
through providing intercultural learning opportunities which 

encourage advocacy and respect for others, and:  

• Bring together and develop a network of European rural youth in order to 
enable the sharing and promotion of best practice in an interactive, inclusive 
and collaborative community. We encourage a safe and supportive environment 
where young leaders can be empowered to reach their full potential.  

• Provide the tools, skills and knowledge for rural youth to develop and be 
motivated to work towards a sustainable and resilient rural Europe.   

• Provide a voice for rural youth to be heard by European institutions and 
decision makers on key topics. Act as a bridge between decision makers 
and rural youth in both directions through disseminating information and 
opportunities back to rural youth.    

1. INTERCULTURAL
2. EDUCATIONAL
3. EQUALITY
4. INCLUSIVE
5. EMPOWERING

‘Resilient structures for rural participation and inclusion’
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Study Session 
“Respect and Resilience”
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Our 2023 study session 
‘Respect and Resilience’ 

was co-organised with the 
International Movement of 
Catholic Agricultural and Rural 
Youth (MIJARC Europe) between 
the 24th and 28th of April 2023 
in Budapest, Hungary, hosted 
by the European Youth Center 
in Budapest. The aim of the study 
session was to support rural youth 
clubs and rural youth organisations to 
build sustainable and resilient youth 
structures, to help them improve the 
lives of young people, with a focus on 
mental health.  

During the study session, our 36 
participants delved into the dimensions 
of resilience, exploring how it relates 
to personal well-being and sustainable 
development.  They discussed the 
importance of cultivating resilience 
in the face of challenges, such as 
climate change, social inequalities, 
and mental health issues. Through 
sharing their perspectives, experiences, 
and insights, participants gained a 
deeper understanding of the critical 
role resilience plays in promoting 
sustainability and well-being.  

The study session yielded significant 
outcomes, empowering participants 
with practical tools and strategies to 
enhance their resilience and promote 
well-being in their everyday lives. They 
explored approaches to maintaining 
mental health, managing stress, and 
fostering a sense of balance and 
self-care. Participants also examined 
the importance of supportive 
communication and respectful 
relationships in building resilience and 
creating sustainable communities.  

Furthermore, the study session 
resulted in the development of 
a comprehensive resource, the 
“Respect and Resilience Guidebook,” 
which served as a valuable tool for 
participants and their respective 
organisations. This guidebook 
provided practical guidelines, best 
practices, and recommendations for 
fostering resilience, promoting mental 
health, and nurturing well-being. By 
collaboratively creating the guidebook, 
participants ensured that it captured 
diverse perspectives and reflected 
their shared ownership over the 
outcomes of the study session. Read the Respect 

& Resilience 
Guidebook!

https://www.ruralyoutheurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Respect-and-Resilience-Guidebook-optimised.pdf
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European Rally 
“Grow, Eat, Repeat - the Circular 
Economy of Food”

This year’s Rally took place 
from the 30th of July until the 

6th of August 2023 in Klagenfurt, 
Austria. 

66 participants from 10 countries, 13 
nations and 18 prep team members 
were part of this event. Some of them 
already knew each other from the last 
Rally in northern Germany or from 
other events. For others, it was their 
first RYEurope event. The beautiful 
venue of an agriculture school in 
Carinthia,  Austria together with the 
scenery and relaxed atmosphere at the 
open-air venue helped to break the ice 
quickly. 

The opening ceremony, at which 
everyone appeared in their national 
costumes and dresses, was the 
official start. A Swiss cowbell played 
a key role here, as it marks the start 
and end of every Rally. Once all the 
group photos were taken and the 
participants changed back into their 
everyday clothes, the first sessions got 
underway. First, we learnt more about 
the organisations and funders that 

made the Rally possible: Landjugend 
Österreich, Rural Youth Europe, 
European Youth Foundation and 
Erasmus+. Right after, we immersed 
ourselves in our weekly topic “Eat, 
Grow and Repeat - the circular 
economy of food”. Over the course of 
the week, we worked our way through 
food production using many creative 
methods such as role-playing games, 
interactive quizzes, and excursions, 
until we finally learnt about exciting 
solutions for recycling food and 
packaging waste. 

Each morning there was a group 
energizer, followed by various 
sessions throughout the day led by 
the prep-team with a focus on non-
formal education approaches. Every 
evening there were social activities, to 
give participants challenges and the 
necessary space to bond with youth 
from other countries. For example, 
during the Sustainable International 
Buffet where it was possible to 
taste and explore Europe in all its 
grandeur. With the ‘Fun Olympics’ the 
participants were challenged to do 

diverse tasks as a team. And at the 
‘Sustainable Trivia Night’ they had to 
prove how much they know about 
sustainability, Europe and songs. 

During one day of that week, the 
participants went to local host families 
where they spent time with local 
families and learnt about the culture 
and life in Austria. The next evening, 
there was an organized BBQ with 
their host families and the dance floor 
was open for learning traditional 
dances. On the last day, at the closing 
ceremony, each participant received a 
certificate for attending the European 
Rally and when the cowbell rang again, 
everyone was disappointed that the 
week was already over!

Read the Rally 
Booklet with 
all the event’s 
outcomes. 

https://www.ruralyoutheurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Booklet_Grow-Eat-Repeat_Austria.pdf
https://www.ruralyoutheurope.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Booklet_Grow-Eat-Repeat_Austria.pdf


Autumn Seminar 
“Healthy Youth Workers - Healthy Youth”
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Health is a human right! And 
recognising health as a 

human right for young people in 
rural areas involves addressing 
the specific challenges these 
areas are facing. These were the 
main conclusions of the Autumn 
Seminar 2023, entitled “Healthy 
Youth Workers – Healthy Youth” 
which took place in Bakuriani, 
Georgia, between Saturday 28th 
October 2023 and Saturday 4th 
November 2023. 

The Autumn Seminar 2023 was aimed 
at promoting health as a human and 
social right and mainstreaming it 
into the youth work of rural youth 
organisations. During the week, 
participants learnt about different 
aspects of social and human rights, as 
well as how all this is lined with social 
determinants of health. A strong 
focus brought by the participants was 
on the quality of food in relation to 
health. They all agreed that agriculture 
plays an important role in providing 
quality nutrition that is essential for 
good health and wellbeing. Among 
other aspects that were addressed 
at the seminar like infrastructure, 
social security, quality education, the 
aspect of mental health and wellbeing 
were brought forward as some of the 
most important issues faced by young 
people in rural areas. 

Among the outcomes of the week, 
there was also a policy paper on the 
topic of health as a human right. This 

paper advocates for collaborative 
efforts between local governments 
and authorities to establish robust 
emergency services and infrastructure 
in rural areas. Prioritising emergency 
response in budgets, enhancing 
training for healthcare professionals, 
implementing mobile clinics, and 
engaging local communities in 
healthcare planning are essential 
steps. Additionally, improving 
transportation services, water 
conservation practices, promoting 
healthy food options, launching mental 
health campaigns, and supporting 
flexible work arrangements are 
recommended strategies for creating 
inclusive and holistic health systems in 
rural areas. 

Participants got to discover Bakuriani 
and Borjomi, a place in south-central 
Georgia known for its mineral water 
and the Borjomi-Kharagauli National 
Park. A strong connection between 
participants and the team was formed, 
leaving everyone happy that they got 
to experience this amazing week, full 
of good food and beautiful nature of 
rural Georgia. 

The seminar organised by Rural Youth 
Europe and Umbrella was co-funded 
by the European Youth Foundation of 
the Council of Europe. 
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The COCOREADO Project

Throughout 2023 and the 
first semester of 2024, the 

COCOREADO project was 
approaching its final chapter, 
meaning that it was time to 
consolidate all the work carried 
out during the previous years 
and compile all the results, while 
also disseminating them to local, 
regional, national, and European 
stakeholders. 

In January, two major events were 
organised: an online policy workshop 
on the public procurement policy 
brief on 24th January and a face-to-
face policy workshop in Brussels on 
31st January on empowering young 
citizens towards change for sustainable 
food systems. Both events were 
significant to share the COCOREADO 
framework and developed work on 
these two topics, among relevant 
European stakeholders, as DG AGRI 
and DG RTD. 

The project will reach its’ end 
during June 2024 and certainly it 
can be evaluated an example of an 
outstanding and successful project, 
regarding farmers position in food 
systems, without overlooking the 
crucial contribution for empowering 
young citizens from rural areas. 

From the establishment of a network 
of 40 European ambassadors through 
selection by rigorous criteria, to their 
training during three training events. 
The last of which was in Riga in March 
2023 and focused on food policy. To 
the final fine-tuning of seed initiatives 
and the empowerment of farmers 
and young citizens for change in food 
systems. The project has developed 
major contributions in the general 
areas: youth and farmers, innovative 
initiatives and co-creating solutions. 

These contributions can be consulted 
in the educational materials toolkit 
developed by COCOREADO and in 
the important policy briefs on public 
procurement regarding common 
solutions that can be implemented in 
future sustainable public procurements 

and on youth empowerment. 
These emphasise the importance 
of promoting generational renewal 
in agriculture and making it more 
attractive to young citizens, so that 
they consider becoming the farmers 
of the future. Combined with the 
dissemination of identified New and 
Fair Food Systems (NOFAS), these 
aspects have given an impetus to 
ensure the rebalancing of the position 
of farmers as an individual actor, as a 
key actor in innovative food supply 
chains and as a supplier for public 
procurement. 

All project outcomes will be presented 
during the Final Conference on April 
2024 in Brussels. Here there will be 
a review of this 3-year endeavour, in 
which the 13 partners, jointly with 
the ambassador network, co-create 
dmeaningful solutions to overcome 
obstacles for farmers and to address 
consumer needs. Also, the focus on 
youth was a key factor in this project, 
as it allowed not only to represent 
young voices in an EU Horizon 
Project, but also improved the 
experience of youth organisations in 
this field, promoting the improvement 
of important skills and fostering 
organisational changes to ensure 
further involvements and contributions 
in other EU projects. 

The COCOREADO project is funded 
by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
Research and Innovation programme.



Policy, Advocacy and 
External Relations
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2023 was the first year when 
we started focusing more on 

our presence at the EU level and 
in Brussels. We started cooperating 
closely with the European Economic 
and Social Committee, and we were 
invited to three hearings: an own-
initiative opinion of the EESC on “The 
role of youth in rural development”, 
an EESC hearing on the CAP post-
2027, and an EESC thematic debate 
on “Gender Equality in rural areas”. 
For the first two occasions, our 
Secretary General, Spyros Papadatos, 
represented RYEurope, whilst the 
third one was forwarded to our 
member organisation from Slovenia 
(ZSPM) due to their extensive work in 
the field. In 2024, we will be discussing 
with the EESC a more structured 
cooperation for the future, due to our 
presence in Brussels. 

 The cooperation with our sister 
organisations, European Council 
of Young Farmers (CEJA), and 
International Movement of Catholic 
Agricultural and Rural Youth (MIJARC 
Europe), is continuing strong. The 
RYEurope Board and Secretary 
General met with the CEJA Board 
and Secretary General, and exchanged 
best practices, while also had the 
chance to discuss about the future 
cooperation. With MIJARC Europe, 
we co-organised the 2023 Study 
Session in Budapest, Hungary.  With 
both organisations we worked 
together also in the framework of 
COCOREADO. 

When it comes to policy-making, from 
the end of 2023 and especially 2024, 
we tried to use better the outcomes 
of our RYEurope events to shape our 
policy positions as an organisation. In 
2024, for the first time in the recent 
history of RYEurope, we will be 
adopting policy positions in at least 
two policy areas: the food system and 
rural youth, and the access to health 
for rural youth. 

In 2023, due to the high increase in 
external invitations we have been 
receiving and the high number 
of opportunities for external 
representation, the RYEurope Board 
decided to launch a new internal 
structure: the Pool of External 
Representatives (PER). The first call 
for members of PER was launched in 
late 2023 and the RYEurope board 
accepted 16 external representatives 
coming from all over Europe and the 
majority of our member organisations. 
PER will be renewed annually with 
more external representatives, 
and the board will be assessing its 
performance and possible ways 
to develop it further, in order to 
continue engaging more and more 
of our members in the external 
representation and bringing forward 
a stronger rural youth voice across 
Europe. 

At the same time, in 2023, our 
Slovenian member (who is also a 
member of PER), Eva Kotnik from 
ZSPM, was a candidate and was 
successfully elected on behalf of 
RYEurope in the Advisory Council 
on Youth of the Council of Europe. 
Eva will be bringing the rural youth 
voice to the organisation and its Youth 
Department, and also contributing on 
a landmark policy milestone, which is 
set to be finalised in 2024: the CoE’s 
Recommendation on Rural Youth. 

Lastly, the European Youth Forum (YFJ) 
remained the main youth platform we 
engage as a full member. RYEurope 
has been always engaged at YFJ Policy 
Commissions and represented in the 
statutory meetings of the platform 
by its board members. RYEurope 
remained an active member of the 
Exchange Group, a coalition of 
international mobility of organisations 
from the YFJ membership, in order 
to have a stronger voice within the 
platform. 

 At the EU level, RYEurope continued 
as one of the European INGYOs 

taking part in the 9th cycle of the EU 
Youth Dialogue “Engaging together for 
a sustainable and inclusive Europe” 
until June 2023, which covered 
Youth Goal 3 “Inclusive Societies” & 
Youth Goal 10 “Sustainable Green 
Europe”. The EU Youth Conference 
took place in Sweden in March 2023 
and our board member, Julija Kordež 
participated there and in one of its 
main panels, bringing the rural youth 
topics forward. In the second half of 
2023, during the Spanish Presidency 
initiated the 10th cycle of the EU 
Youth Dialogue, also around Youth 
Goal 3 “Inclusive Societies”. The 
RYEurope board member, Fiona O’ 
Leary, participated in the EU Youth 
Conference in Spain in Alicante, Spain, 
between the 1- 4 October 2023. 



Club of the YearClub of the Year
Pontfaen YFC
Wales Young Farmers

From an illuminated tractor run 
raising over £5,000 for charity, 
to featuring on national news to 
highlight the importance of young 
people in rural communities. 
This club has had an incredibly 
packed program of activities that 
has made a profound impact 
on young people and the local 
community.

Person of the YearPerson of the Year
Ragnhild Eriksen
Norwegian Rural Youth

Although she is only 23 years old, 
Ragnhild has distinguished herself 
as an important voice for young 
farmers in Norway. By speaking 
out in the national media, and 
by appealing to the Norwegian 
Parliament, she contributed to 
getting the issue of farmers rights 
to receive welfare benefits on the 
agenda for Norwegian agricultural 
negotiations.

Project of the YearProject of the Year
‘Give way to youth’
Latvian 4H

This project includes 11 
interconnected activities with 
the aim to improve youth 
opportunities to influence 
decision-making processes in 
rural areas of Latvia, so youth 
could feel more confident 
about their ability to initiate 
changes and feel that they 
belong to Latvia.

Rural Youth Europe Awards
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The Rural Youth Europe 
Awards were back for 

2023 and aimed to showcase 
the very best of our member 
organisations across Europe. The 
awards provide an opportunity for our 
member organisations to gain visibility 
for their projects at a European level 
and celebrate the amazing work of 
rural youth. 

The awards were celebrating projects 
from within our member organisations 
carried out between June 2022 and 
July 2023. There were three award 
categories: 

Rural Youth Project of the Year

A Rural Youth Project is a project 
where young people have worked 
together towards a common goal on 
a voluntary basis. A project in which 
an individual or group of young people 
have worked together for the benefit 
of themselves, their local community 
or the greater good.

Inspirational Person of the Year

A young person who has set an 
example for others and who has been 
truly inspirational in their actions and/
or words.

Inspirational Club of the Year

An exceptional club that has set an 
example to others and has been 
truly inspirational in their actions and 
support to their members or local 
community.

We received entries from across all 
four groups and a judging process was 
carried out.  The Inspirational Rural 
Youth Person and Club was judged 
internally, with the winner and runner-
up announced at the European Rally.  
For the Rural Youth Project of the 
Year, past RYEurope Board members 
carried out an internal judging process 
to choose the three best projects 
to proceed to the second stage of 
the competition. After the selections, 

a public voting took place on the 
RYEurope Facebook page. This stage 
was worth 20% of the overall score 
with the project receiving the most 
votes on Facebook gaining 20%; 2nd 
place 15% and 3rd place 10%. 

The winners were announced 
during the Closing Ceremony of 
the European Rally in Austria. See 
the winners of each of the three 
categories below! 
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Throughout 2023 we 
continued to communicate 

with our member organisations 
and RYEurope supporters and 
partners via our social media 
channels, e-newsletter, website 
and podcast. 

Our Instagram is consistently gaining 
more followers and our Facebook 
page remains to be a great platform 
to engage with the wider network and 
RYEurope alumni. The collaboration 
feature on Instagram has allowed 
us to collaborate with our member 
organisations, with reels in particular 
allowing us to reach young people 
further afield outside of our network.

Our monthly e-newsletter is published 
on the 15th of each month and 
includes updates from the RYEurope 
board, news stories from our member 
organisations and ways that young 
people can get involved with European 
projects. 

RURAL VOICES 
PODCAST

In 2023, we published the 
podcast’s fourth series, with 6 
episodes covering our events, 
COCOREADO trainings and the 
RYEurope Awards. You can listen 
to the podcast on Spotify, Apple 
Podcasts and on the Rural Youth 
Europe website. 

Episode 1: Study Session 2023Episode 1: Study Session 2023
Featuring our Study Session’s prep 
team, participants and experts 
including Metta Ranta from the 
University of Helsinki and Lukas Stede, 
member of the Advisory Council. 

Episode 2: COCOREADO Episode 2: COCOREADO 
Training 3Training 3
An episode co-hosted by the 
COCOREADO Ambassadors at their 
third training in Riga! 

Episode 3: Preparing for the Episode 3: Preparing for the 
European RallyEuropean Rally
Dan chats to Florian Lassnig and 
Daniela Hinteregger from Landjugend 
Österreich about this year’s European 
Rally in Austria.

Episode 4: European Rally 2023Episode 4: European Rally 2023
Featuring our Rally’s prep team, 
participants and experts including 
Johanna Michenthaler and Lydia 
Lienhart. 

19 Blog Posts
12 E-Newsletters 
6 Podcast Episodes 
6,600 Facebook Followers
2,000 Instagram Followers

Episode 5: The Rural Youth Episode 5: The Rural Youth 
Europe AwardsEurope Awards
Featuring all the winners of this year’s 
Rural Youth Europe Awards. 

Episode 6: Autumn Seminar 2023Episode 6: Autumn Seminar 2023
Featuring three members of the 
Autumn seminar prep team, including 
voice notes from the participants. 




